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“Progressive/Reform Movement Philosophy” Activity Sheet 

LESSON IDEAS – (You might want to use the Prison Life Primary Sources for 

additional information.) 

 Write a comparison essay on the reform movement as presented in textbooks and 

secondary sources with the primary sources presented here. 

 Write a comparison of penal philosophy between New York System v. Philadelphia 

System. 

 Write a response to Assistant Warden’s opinion or Ike Webb’s opinion as to whether 

prisons were successful in reforming prisoners. 

 Write a fictional piece based in a prison from either a prisoner’s or guard’s point of 

view. 

 Create a list of how the state approached reform through programs and how these 

programs impacted the reform of prisoners. 

 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Social Studies – 

5th –  

 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 

 Draw inferences from relevant information. 

10th – Explain the goals and outcomes of the late 19th and early 20th century reform 

movements of Populism and Progressivism with emphasis on: urban reforms. 

11th – Analyze issues related to the use of different types of taxes to fund public goods and 

services including: Proportional tax, progressive tax, and regressive tax. 

12th – Analyze primary source material to see if a historical interpretation is supported. 

Language Arts – 



5th &6th – Make inferences based on implicit information in texts, and provide justifications for 

those inferences. 

6th – Write informational essays or reports, including research, that present a literal 

understanding of the topic, include specific facts, details, and examples from multiple sources 

and create an organizing structure appropriate to the purpose, audience, and context. 

7th – Write persuasive essays that establish a clear position and include relevant information to 

support ideas. 

8th-12th-    

 Write narratives that maintain a clear focus and point of view and use sensory details 

                   and dialogue to develop plot, character and a specific setting.   

 Write persuasive essays that establish a clear position and include relevant information 

to support ideas. 

 Produce informal writings (e.g. journals, notes and poems) for various purposes. 

 

Web Sites: 

*Prison Reforms in American History – http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/soc/prison.html 

 -This includes a nice overview of New York Reformatory, Eastern State Penitentiary, Elmira, 

Leavenworth, Alcatraz, and Seagoville as well as a nice bibliography of other links on prison 

history. 

*Auburn System – New York – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn_system 

-This is a nice, concise overview of the Auburn prison system used in New York.  This was the 

system that inspired Ohio State Reformatory. 

 

*Eastern State Penitentiary – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_State_Penitentiary 

- This is a nice, concise overview of the prison system instituted by the Quakers in 

Philadelphia in the early 19th century. 

 

 *Reformatory – http://www.answers.com/topic/reformatory 

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/soc/prison.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_State_Penitentiary
http://www.answers.com/topic/reformatory


- This provides an overview of reformatories in general. 

*History of Prisons in America - 

http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/state/html/nyprisons.html 

     - This is a nice overview of prison history in America including Eastern State Penitentiary 

and the New York System. 

* Eastern State Penitentiary - http://www.easternstate.org/ 

    - This is Eastern State’s own website and includes 360 degree views of various parts of the 

prison and info on other prison museums. 

* Ohio State Reformatory - http://www.mrps.org/ 

     - This is the official site of the Ohio State Reformatory and includes views and information 

about the prison. 

*Inflation Calculator – http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi 

   -  This is a very handy web site that allows you to put in prices from the past and it will 

calculate what those cost would be today. 

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL – for “Progressive/Reform Movement 

Philosophy” Activity Sheet  

Source 1- This booklet was produced by state employees at the Ohio State 

Reformatory and printed by the state around 1934. 

Page 4- Philosophy 

    “It is the intermediate step between reform schools and penitentiaries.  It seeks not only to discipline, but to 

reform the men who come within its jurisdiction. 

      It attempts, also, to rehabilitate the men who leave its doors; to help them find new places for themselves 

in the social structure outside the high grey walls. 

      The first constitution of the state of Ohio had these prophetic words written into it: ‘The true design of all 

punishment being to reform and not to exterminate mankind…’ That was in 1803.” 

Page 9 – Entering the prison 

http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/state/html/nyprisons.html
http://www.easternstate.org/
http://www.mrps.org/
http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi


      “The guard room on the second floor and in the rear of the administration offices is something more than 

the center of the prison; it is the doorway into the prison proper through which men enter to expiate offenses 

against society, and from which they emerge only when the state believes that expiation has been made. 

       It is here that men hear the first clang of steel bars behind them; and here that they lose their identity as 

citizens.  Here they cease to be names and become merely numbers. 

       It is here in this room, sitting on the ‘mourner’s bench,’ facing the steel cage, that men begin to realize the 

seriousness of a prison sentence.”       

Page 13- Parole 

      “The Parole Board functions from the Ohio Penitentiary, Ohio State Reformatory, London Prison Farm and 

the Ohio Reformatory for Women at Marysville. 

     It meets at each institution once each month for a period of several days and hears the cases that are 

eligible for parole.  Eligibility depends upon the minimum of an inmate’s sentence and upon his conduct at the 

prison. 

 

      The parole hearings are in the form of a court.  Inmates are brought before the board, one at a time, and 

are questioned as to the nature of his offense, his conduct in prison, his reactions to his incarceration, and his 

attitude toward society in general… 

      During a hearing board members have an opportunity to decide for themselves whether the inmate is 

ready to be returned to society.  During its two and half years in existence, the present board has heard 

21,500 cases and paroled 7,500 of those – or about one our of every three cases… 

      Mr. Dougan, chairman, speaking for the board, expresses the belief that the present parole system, while 

not perfect, is the most effective that has yet been worked out, and that the paroling of offenders has not, in 

any way, contributed to the increase in crime. 

      He points to the fact that of the 7,500 prisoners paroled, only 800 have violated their paroles- which 

doesn’t always mean the commission of a felony or misdemeanor.” 

Page 15 – Education 

      “Reform, rather than punishment, is the ultimate objective of the Ohio State Reformatory; and education, 

according to the penologists of the day, is the basic step toward reform. 

      Therefore, one of the most important units in this ‘walled-in city’ of the Reformatory is its school system.  

Strangely enough, it is the least known to the outsider. 

      Few persons outside the institution walls know that within there are 1,626 men and boys who are 

attending classes as regularly as though they were enrolled in public school… 



     Of the 1,245 new prisoners admitted to the Reformatory in 1933, 854 had attended common grade school, 

364 had gone to high school, 15 were college men and 12 were illiterates who could neither read nor write…. 

      Every boy and man who leaves the Reformatory may not be a reformed character, but he most certainly is 

better prepared to fight his battle than before, by reason of a better education and, in many cases, a practical 

trade.” 

 

Page 44- Analysis of Inmate Parents’ Education 

Parents’ Education 

Common School …………………………………………………………………………. 747 

High School ………………………………………………………………………………… 359 

College ………………………………………………………………………………………..  38 

Illiterates …………………………………………………………………………………….   88 

Unknown …………………………………………………………………………………….   13 

 

 

 

Page 17- Industries 

     “The five industries of the Institution are known as the Manufacturing and Sales Division, which include 

Furniture, Clothing, Shoe, Printing and Machine factories.  Since November 15, 1912, these factories have 

operated under what is known as the ‘State-Use-System.’  Previous to that time the various factories were all 

‘Contract Shops’, operated by private corporations with the products for sale on the open market and in 

competition with free labor. 

      The ‘State-Use-System’ was made possible in Ohio in 1906 by legislative enactment, abolishing ‘contract 

labor’ in all Ohio penal institutions and providing in its place the present system.  It is now a fundamental law 

of the State, having been adopted by the Constitutional Convention of 1912. 

      While this system may not be the ultimate end in the progress and development of prison labor, it is 

recognized by free labor, free employers and prison officials as the best plan thus far advanced, it being 

common knowledge that employment must be furnished inmates of penal institution. 

      The Laws and Regulations under the State-Use-System permit the sale of manufactured products of all 

penal institutions only to such institutions and organizations as are supported by taxation and cannot be sold 

to any individual or company not supported by taxation, in competition with free labor… 



      These industries serve not only to furnish employment for the inmate but give him an opportunity to 

acquire a degree of skill or to master a trade along industrial lines which can be applied to earning an honest 

living when he is released.  He is also benefited in a financial way in the small compensation paid from receipts 

of the sale of the manufactured articles.” 

 

 

Page 52 – 

Population Report 

The annual population report for the year ending December 31, 1933 was as follows: 

Gain:                                                                                       White                   Negro 

New prisoners received from courts………………………… 968                        277 

Parole violators returned…………………………………………  169                        48 

Declared violators returned…………………………………….     53                          25 

Returned of own volition…………………………………………       7 

Escapes returned…………………………………………………….. 52                          11 

Transferred from other institutions…………………………       9                            1 

Returned from court supervision…………………………….        1                            1 

 

Loss: 

Released to court supervision………………………………….        2 

Paroled……………………………………………………………………  1047                       209 

Re-paroled………………………………………………………………        13                            1 

Restored to parole………………………………………………….           1 

Released to other authorities………………………………….        23                            6 

Transferred to Lima State Hospital………………………….           7                              3 

Transferred to Ohio Penitentiary…………………………….        68                           33 

Transferred to other institutions……………………………..             2 

Escapes………………………………………………………………….          63                            9 

Died in institution…………………………………………………..             4                             16 



Expiration of full sentence……………………………………….            27                             4 

Pardoned………………………………………………………………..             6 

Final Release……………………………………………………………             1                               1 

Page 26- Religion 

     “Every new case entering the Reformatory is brought to the chaplain, as soon as he has been through the 
identification office, for a personal interview.   

      A boy’s attitude in that first interview is frequently indicative of his future conduct in the prison.  If he takes 
advantage of the kindly advice that is offered him, he has the advantage of taking a step in the right direction. 

     He is asked first to tell something of himself, his parents, his home life and his friends.  Then he is given an 
opportunity to tell, in his own words, the story of his offense, what it was, and what led up to it- bits of 
information that are frequently never brought out at a court trial… 

      When a man enters the institution he is given the opportunity to worship according to the dictates of his 
own religious leanings.  While the majority of boys are Protestants, there are many Catholics, and in smaller 
numbers, Jews, Christian Science and other sects.  An effort is made to provide each one an outlet for his own 
spiritual beliefs. 

      Rev. William K Mackey, Reformatory chaplain, conducts two Protestant services on Sunday in the big 
chapel; at 9 a.m. and again at 1:30 with 3,000 inmates in attendance.  Those who do not attend other services 
must attend one of these…. 

      Each boy, upon entering the institution, is presented with a book of rules in that first interview with the 
chaplain, and is advised on how to conduct himself.  The chaplain also acts as an intermediary between the 
boy and his family.” 

 

 

Page 42 – 

Prisoners’ Religion 

Orthodox Protestant ………………………………………………………………… 826 

Catholic ……………………………………………………………………………………. 381 

Christian Science ………………………………………………………………………   18 

Jewish ………………………………………………………………………………………    17 

No religion………………………………………………………………………………..      3 

       

                                                                        

                                                                          The Ohio State Reformatory: 1896-1934 

                                                                          Editor: T.C. Jenkins, Superintendent 



 

 

Source 2 – This book was written by a retired assistant superintendent of the Mansfield 
Reformatory as a memoir of his time at the prison. He also includes the history of prison 
reform and philosophy in his book. 

 

 

Page 49- 

     “The legislators were so favorably impressed by the New York State Reformatory, at Elmira, that there was 
no further opposition to going forward with the work at Mansfield, circa 1890.” 

Page 69- Comparison of OSR and New York Reformatory 

     [Excerpts for Dr. Leonard, superintendent] “The standing of the Ohio State Reformatory is second to no 
institution of its kind.  Commissioners from the German government, after visiting the Ohio State 
Reformatory, have published in English and German very complimentary statements, and the German 
reformers who are endeavoring to introduce reformatory methods into German prisons have taken the Ohio 
State Reformatory as a model. 

      A Canadian parliamentary commission visited the reformatory within the year[1907] and after making an 
exhaustive study of the whole matter of reformatory prisons and the indeterminate sentence, accorded the 
Ohio State Reformatory first rank in the following statement’ The reformatory idea originated nearly a century 
ago in Europe, but made little progress until quite recently.  On this continent, the new plan of treating the 
unfortunate moral weaklings of the community has found its highest development in the United States, 
particularly in such reformatories as are found at Mansfield, Ohio and Elmira, New York.” 
 

Page 77-79-Eastern State Penitentiary 

        “Prison reform and the concomitant reformatory movement were two of the evolutionary concepts that 
were the outcomes of the developing idealism and humanism reflected in the restructuring penal philosophy 
and were the natural consequences of an era that witnessed the spread of prisons and prison systems based 
upon the pattern established by Eastern Penitentiary, renowned model of the Pennsylvania silent system and 
a relic of the nineteenth century. 

      The Quakers, the pacifist founders of the Pennsylvania colony, plumped for the idea of imprisonment as 
the most humane manner of punishing criminals.  They incorporated into their philosophy of punishment the 
basic doctrine that the period of incarceration should not be of idleness but should reflect a time for soul 
cleansing solitary confinement at hard labor amid cruel, austere and severe environmental surroundings.  The 
prisoners were isolated, one to each cell, in order to achieve the goal of solitude.  Their only visitors were a 
moral instructor or a member of the Quaker Prison society.  The cell block walls were so thick that prisoners 
could not yell or talk to each other… 

     Silence, solitude, prayer, meditation and hard labor constituted the prisoners’ daily program.  The prisoners 
ate in isolation and labored in isolation.  Food was passed into the cell through a slot in the cell door in order 
to avoid any possible human touch or contact.  There was a small plot for exercise adjoining the eight-by-



twelve-foot cells, and this activity was pursued by each inmate without contact with any other human being.  
The only reading matter permitted was the Bible, which each prisoner received upon request.  There was no 
instance on record where a convict delayed more than two days in requesting the Bible… 

      According to the comment of a former prisoner, ’either you became stark raving mad at Eastern or you 
killed yourself.  The legislators tell people that it wasn’t humane but it worked and not many prisoners who 
lived through the experience ever went back. 

      Modern penologists opine that Eastern never worked and never could because the builders forgot that the 
most crucial need for prisoners is interpersonal relationships.  Prisoners went crazy because of the solitude 
and deprivation of human contact.” 

Page 24 – Gates Brown 

      “This particular inmate [Gates Brown] had graduated from his hometown high school, where he was 
considered to be a better-than-average baseball player, with reference to a corresponding level of 
competition.  Fortuitous as it may seem, it so happened that the institution’s athletic director was in need of a 
sports-oriented, intelligent, dependable, mature, and well-motivated inmate to assist him with the routine 
work in the recreation department.  Considerable time was devoted to the necessary care of uniforms and 
equipment, which represented a large investment, as well as servicing the daily program needs of the ongoing 
year recreation activities. 

          Needless to say, this inmate received the assignment to the recreation department….Fortunately for the 
inmate, the institution’s athletic director possessed the insight and ability to recognize potential talent for 
excellence when he observed it.  Due to his initiative, major league scouts were invited to visit the reformatory 
and view the young man’s quality of performance.  Each successive Saturday during the baseball season, a 
nonprofessional independent or industrial sponsored baseball team was invited to visit the institution and play 
our pick of the crop…. 

     Eventually the time arrived for the artful baseball player to have his first scheduled hearing with the parole 
commission.  He was, at this hearing, granted a November release date.  Prior to his departure on parole, the 
chief of the major league scouting organization that had so closely monitored the inmate’s progress during the 
summer’s games came to the institution, once again, and presented the inmate a contract and a substantial 
bonus with an invitation to appear for spring training.  The rest is history and his attainments are faithfully 
recorded in the archives of baseball.” 

Page 164-165 – Library 

      “A selected sampling of essay-type responses that appeared among the 1,393 comments submitted by the 
473 in responding to the request for ways in which the library could contribute to self-education and 
rehabilitation are herewith presented as unedited quotable quotes.: 

 ‘By learning the facts of life, I lessen my chances of returning here by 90 per cent.’ 

 ‘There is no books that I would like to read for educational purposes.  I quit school when I was sixteen 
because I didn’t like school work and my feeling haven’t changed since.’ 

 ‘The library can improve my sinful way of living.’ 

 ‘The library could play a good part in my future by its large assortment of books and texts that will help 
me further my knowledge of a life-long ambition- I have always wished to be a Grade A sheet metal 
worker and draftsman.’ 

 ‘I have always wanted to study auto mechanics but I never had the time.  Now I have all the time I 
need, and more too.’ 



 ‘ I have always felt that a little more learning could hurt no man and I see no better place a person can 
get a learning than through books.  Books of all kinds have some learning in them and I feel that the 
library could teach me many things.’ 

 ‘To learn to start a business when I leave here and I start out fresh.’ 

 ‘The library can comfort me while I am here.  My leisure yours won’t be so long and lost if I have books 
to read each night.’ 

 ‘The library is the most important think in the world to help me make a man out of myself.’ 

 ‘I want to develop my vocabulary and improve my English so that when I get home again I can hold a 
conversation with anyone and not run out of words.’ 

 ‘Because of my short time in school, there are lots of things I never became interested in and I would 
like another chance. 

Page 213 – Literacy 

       “Eventually the Laubach system [literacy reading program] became the perfect answer to our ever-present 
need.  Actually, in the employment of the Laubach filmed instruction, we witnessed instances of inmates who 
were skeptical at the start of the lessons and later became frantically ecstatic, of parental joy in receiving a 
son’s first handwritten letter, of inmates who turned down a parole until they could complete their literacy 
courses with understandable pride in their accomplishments, and of others who became enraptured with the 
simple personal delights of not only writing their names, but also being able to write letters and read the mail. 

      It was estimated, circa 1930s, that 20 percent of Ohio’s prison population lacked command of basic literacy 
skills.  A most conservative estimate says this was the number of men and women in prison with a fourth-
grade education or less.  Approximately 75 percent of the adults entering prison had no earning skills, and of 
this group, those who also deficient in reading and writing competencies are seriously disadvantaged in 
acquiring a significant degree of occupational skill proficiency.  If they are still lacking in a reasonable 
command of language and vocational skills at time of release, rehabilitation has not occurred.” 

Page 256-261 – Opinion about Reformation of Inmates 

       “Did you ever reform anyone?....My first response was to rephrase the inquiry.  I learned, early in the 
prison experiences, that nobody, according to the inmates’ point of view, reforms anybody.  Better stated, the 
proposed topic for consideration would be, did you ever influence an individual to effect positive adjustments 
in his pattern of day-to-day living?  

      The edited accounts of rehabilitation successes are practically non-existent-unknown, unheralded, and 
unsung.  Only the failures are deemed to be newsworthy.  No news is good news?  In the words of Dr. James 
A. Leonard, great humanitarian and pioneer superintendent of the Ohio State Reformatory, 1901-1918: ‘ Our 
failures are advertised; our successes are not; crime is sensational; the useful routine of everyday life is not.’ 

      It is important to remember that the young men about whom I am writing were not the generally 
conceived run-of-the-mill and hardened felons with a long history of crime and punishment.  They were first-
offenders with no practice in the subtle nuances of ‘pulling time’ other than their erstwhile stints at the boys’ 
industrial school.  They were ready and eager to listen to our ‘message’ and to that extent they were 
redeemable.  Occasionally we heard from releases who were not equally advantaged and were experiencing 
difficulties on parole. On one occasion when I was conferring with George, the phone rang and he found 
himself on the collect end of a call from Indianapolis.  George accepted the call, which happened to be from 
one of our former inmates whom we both remembered.  This young man had a difficult time getting released 
on parole, in the first place, because he was without family ties or other supportive resource persons.  He had 
found employment but was in need of work clothes – he was having a ‘cash flow’ problem.  We told him we 



would get a care package in the mail at once.  We always had a supply of refurbished discards that we reissued 
as work attire, if requested.” 

                                                                                    My Thirty Hard, 1933-1963; a Memoir 

                                                                                    By Dana W. Allen, Assistant Superintendent, Retired 

 

Source 3 – This booklet was written by former Captain of the Guards at OSR in the 1950’s and 
60’s.  This is a non-fiction piece in which Ike Webb shares his experiences working at OSR. 

  “In My Opinion – Building more prisons is not the answer to curbing crime among out youth.  The answer is 
discipline.  The youth of today lack discipline at the home, in schools and in prison.  There is no respect for 
property, family or fellow human beings.  How can respect be taught without discipline? In any branch of the 
service discipline comes first, then learning.   Now you have your reformers, A.C.L.U. and do-gooders as I call 
them – crying about cruel and inhumane punishment, forgetting the fact that these men were sentenced for 
committing crimes against humanity and most after receiving probation more than once… 

      So until prisons are run in such a way as to throw the fear of God into anyone instead of being soft in fear 
of public opinion, these youths will keep on committing crimes, each one progressing in violence until a death 
occurs.  Then an innocent victim will suffer.  The prisons should be allowed to do the job the families and 
schools were unable to do and that is to teach discipline and respect through fear if necessary and let the do-
gooders find some other project to crusade for. 

     Prisons should go back to the work system.  Granted there is no call for the Shoe Shop, Tailor Shop or a 
Furniture Factory skills, but there is for plumbing, electrical, automotive and small appliance repair, barbering, 
etc. to keep them busy and learn a trade. 

      Most of these young offenders are dropouts from school and did nothing but hang out on street corners 
doing drugs and drinking, just looking for trouble.  When a youth enters prison now he has no vocation and 
the only thing he has going for him is schooling which is fine, up to a point.  What happens after his release? A 
job at minimum wage with no skills…. 

      Granted there will always be crime but with stricter prisons it may make the young ones think twice and 
take the burden off the taxpayers who are paying the bill.” 

                                                                                                     Ike Webb Speaks Out 

                                                                                                     By Ike Webb 

 

Source 4 – This booklet is a collection of oral history collected from former inmates and guards 
who spent time at the Mansfield Reformatory. 

 

      “I left Mansfield Reformatory more than forty years ago, and have been ‘clean’ ever since, acquiring very 
little wealth in the interim but a great deal of respectability, a wonderful family and friends who would never 
dream I’d passed in and out of a prison.” 

                                                                                                     Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory 



                                                                                                      By Inmate #2 

 

      “Being sent to Mansfield was good for me.  I ended a life of crime and drugs.  I saw where that life would 
take me.  I have worked hard and been successful.” 

                                                                                                       Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory 

                                                                                                       By Inmate #5 

      “I too am a better person for my stay there, and would not give up the experience for anything.  I learned 
the real meaning of values and what was really important in life.  I have never been arrested and now have a 
full pardon form the governor.  I retired from the steel mill 18 years ago and live in Calloll County, Ohio and life 
is great, but I would not change a day in the gray bar hotel [OSR] for anything, it was hard and sometimes 
unbearable but the lessons I learned is worth a million dollars, and in a way I feel sorry for people that do not 
have the chance to learn what I learned at the gray bar hotel.” 

                                                                                                         Inmate Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory 

                                                                                                         By Inmate #11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Racial Relations” Activity Sheet 

LESSON IDEAS – 

 Graph/interpret data of the demographics of prison population. 

 Write a comparison of prison segregation to segregation practices in society. 

 Write an informal essay in response to primary source material by inmate 

and assistant superintendent. 

 Write a response to the segregation practices of the prison. 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Social Studies – 

8th – Describe and explain the social, economic and political effects of: (c) institutionalized 

racism and institutionalized discrimination. 

10th – Analyze the struggle for racial & gender equality & its impact on the changing status of 

minorities since the late 19th century. 

11th-Choose govt. policy or program & analyze how it has affected & had been received by one 

or more racial, ethnic or religious groups: segregation policies. 

12th – Analyze primary source material to see if a historical interpretation is supported. 

Language Arts- 

7th-12th- Write persuasive essays that establish a clear position and include relevant 

information to support ideas. 

12th – Distinguish between valid and invalid inferences and provide evidence to support the 

findings, noting instances of unsupported inferences, fallacious reasoning, propaganda 

techniques, bias and stereotyping. 

Math- 

5-7th – Read, create & use line graphs, histograms, circle graphs, box-and-whisker plots, stem-

and-leaf plots, and other representations when appropriate. 

8th-10th- Create, interpret & use graphical displays & statistical measures to describe data; e.g., 

box-and-whisker plots, histograms, scatter plots, measures of center and variability. 



PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL – For “Racial Relations” Activity Sheet 

Source 1 – This booklet was produced by state employees at the Ohio 

State Reformatory and printed by the state around 1934. 

Statistics of Nativity 

Statistics of Nativity for the year ending 1933: 

Number of inmates with 

Both parents native born (white) …………………………………………………..1585 

Both parents foreign born (white) …………………………………………………..871 

One native born, one foreign born (white) ……………………………………..133 

Both native born (colored) ………………………………………………………………780 

Both foreign born (colored) ………………………………………………………………..3 

Total ……………………………………………………………………………………………..3372 

 

Racial (1933) 

White ……………………………………………………………………………………………….968 

Negro………………………………………………………………………………………………..277  

 

Population Report 

The annual population report for the year ending December 31, 1933 was as follows: 

Gain:                                                                                      White                   Negro 

New prisoners received from courts…………………………968                        277 

Parole violators returned………………………………………… 169                          48 

Declared violators returned…………………………………….    53                          25 

Returned of own volition…………………………………………      7 



Escapes returned……………………………………………………..   52                          11 

Transferred from other institutions…………………………      9                            1 

Returned from court supervision…………………………….       1                            1 

 

Loss: 

Released to court supervision………………………………….       2 

Paroled……………………………………………………………………    1047                         209 

Re-paroled………………………………………………………………       13                             1 

Restored to parole………………………………………………….          1 

Released to other authorities………………………………….       23                              6 

Transferred to Lima State Hospital………………………….          7                              3 

Transferred to Ohio Penitentiary…………………………….         68                           33 

Transferred to other institutions……………………………..           2 

Escapes………………………………………………………………….           63                             9 

Died in institution…………………………………………………..             4                           16 

Expiration of full sentence……………………………………….          27                             4 

Pardoned………………………………………………………………..              6 

Final Release……………………………………………………………              1                            1 

 

                                                                          The Ohio State Reformatory 1896-1934 

                                                                          Editor: T.C. Jenkins, Superintendent 

Source 2 – This book was written by a retired assistant superintendent of 

the Mansfield Reformatory as a memoir of his time at the prison. 

      “After assuming the duties and responsibilities of the office of inmate affairs, 1948, as 

previously mentioned, I soon became not only aware of but also sensitive to and concerned 

about the administrative rational that supported the shop managers’ whimsies in two of the 

reformatory’s basic prison industries.  These important job training areas by current practice 



and longtime tradition did not include members of the black race on their respective work 

assignments rosters.  It became most obvious, after some reflective thinking, that these two 

working and training areas presented situations that were in need of revision. It is gratifying to 

me, at this time, to mention that this particular instance of desegregating two important 

assignment areas in trade and vocational education antedate the Supreme Court’s landmark 

statue decision of 1954. 

      The shop supervisors’ reasoning, in support of the prevailing practice of not including 

members of the black race among their worker clientele, was based upon stereotyping 

imagery and legendary characterizations rather than the realities of inmate behavior, 

performance, education, and ability. 

     The shoe shop supervisor was of the opinion that members of the black race, if assigned to 

that area, would constitute a menace to other personnel because knives were available to the 

inmates for use in the various processes involved in the manufacture of shoes.  A black inmate 

with a knife in his hand was viewed as a most appalling and explosive situation.  In all fairness, 

one must comment on the fact that, in this instance, the black boys were ‘bum rapped’.  They 

did not do any more ‘knifing’ than the white inmates, and they were equally afraid of knives.” 

                                                                             My Thirty Hard, 1933-1963: A Memoir 

                                                                             By Dana W. Allen, Assistant Superintendent, Retired 

 

Source 3- This booklet is a collection of oral history collected from former 

inmates and guards who spent time at the Mansfield Reformatory.  

     “Two days after being in Receiving [dormitory for new inmates], I got in a fight with an 

officer and I was sent to the Hole [solitary confinement]… Back in 1958, there was only 10 cells 

in the Hole: 5 cells for Blacks, 5 cells for White. The place was very segregated then.  Blacks 

and whites did not cell together.  Very few of us worked together.  The jobs was very 

discriminated.  The Blacks celled in the back of the Range and the Whites celled in the front.  

The Whites had the best jobs.  The Blacks had the porter jobs, clean-up jobs, etc.  The Blacks 

was not allowed to work on the food lines cooking food or nothing like that.  We would work 

in the pots and pans room, things like that: porter, janitorial work, etc.  “ 

                                                                   Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                                   By Inmate #2 



           “You also have to remember that in 1958 there was only two black people working in 

the prison system.  One person was a Social Worker and the other lady worked out front.  It 

wasn’t until the 60’s until a black guard ever got a job in that Institution… 

      In 1958, there was no Blacks that was allowed to work in the Dairy Barn or in the Piggery.  

They cannot work in the place where they milked cows or they served food or they cooked 

food.  Most all our jobs at that time was something like a labor job.” 

 

                                                                    Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                     By Inmate #1 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Prison Life” Activity Sheet 

The items included here can stand by themselves or would work very well 

with the information included in the other Activity Sheets depending on 

the topic.  The information included here is information not normally 

included on a tour but adds another nuance to the OSR experience. Also 

included here are a number of statistics about the institutions various 

departments that were not included in the other Activity Sheets. 

LESSON IDEAS- 

 Using the cell dimensions, create a 3-D drawing of the east, west or solitary 

cell block. 

 Create graphs showing relationships between costs and number of inmates. 

 Create a graph showing relationships between number of inmates, number 

paroled, and 3 that violated parole. 

 Create a graph showing demographics of inmates, level of education, etc. 

 Create a graph showing industries production and relationship to inmate 

population. 

 Research current costs and compare to 1933 prices on graph. 

 Write a 1st person narrative in the form of a narrative or diary entry about 

the time in the cell. 

 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Math – 

5th-7th –  

 Analyze and explain what happens to area and perimeter or surface area and volume 

when the dimensions of an object are changed. 

 Understand and demonstrate the independence of perimeter and area for two-

dimensional shapes and of surface area and volume for three-dimensional shapes. 



 Read, create and use line graphs, histograms, circle graphs, box-and-whisker plots, 

stem-and-leaf plots, and other representations when appropriate. 

 Interpret data by looking for pattern and relationship, draw and justify conclusions and 

answer related questions. 

 Compare increasingly complex displays of data, such as multiple sets of data on the 

same graph. 

 Collect, organize, display and interpret data for a specific purpose or need. 

 Identify and draw 3-D objects from different views (top, side, front and perspective). 

 

 

8th-10th – 

 Use formulas to find surface area and volume for specified 3-D objects accurate to a 

specified level of precision. 

 Draw and construct representations of two- and three-dimensional geometric objects 

using a variety of tools, such as straightedge, compass and technology. 

 Translate information from one representation (words, table, graph or equation) to 

another representation of a relation or function. 

 Create, interpret and use graphical displays and statistical measures to describe data 

 Apply mathematical knowledge and skills routinely in other content areas and practical 

situations. 

11-12th – 

 Estimate and compute areas and volume in increasingly complex problem situations. 

 Create and analyze tabular and graphical displays of data using appropriate tools, 

including spreadsheets and graphing calculators. 

Language Arts: 

5th-12th – Produce informal writings (e.g. journals, notes, and poems) for various purposes. 

 

 

 

 



Primary Source Material for “Prison Life” Activity Sheet 

Source 1 –This booklet was written by a former Captain of the Guards at OSR in 

the 1950’s and 60’s.  “Except for some of the Reformatory staff, the names in this 

story are fictional but the operations of the prison are real.” 

  Page 21- Entertainment 

   “To help pass the time, every inmate was issued earphones.  On the wall in the cells was a box with two 

switches, Channel A and Channel B.  The first had programs approved by the assistant warden; Jack Benny, 

Amos and Andy, Playhouse, everything but crime stories like The Shadow and The Avenger.  Channel B was 

music.  Two inmates were given the job of being disc jockeys and played records until 9:00 P.M. The music 

choices were what we referred to as ‘longhair’, or Rock and Roll, and ‘hillbilly’ or Country and Western music.  

The songs were picked from the approved list and played according to the taste of the DJ.  Sometimes when 

we were in our cells and not near the box, we would put our ear phone speakers inside of our metal cell cups 

and make a speaker out of the cups so we could listen to the cell music without having to wear the 

headphones.  Inmates had to be careful when doing something like this, because if they were caught by the 

guards with the homemade speakers, they would be written up for Destruction of Property and would have to 

go to court.” 

Page 24- Entertainment 

      “After services [on Sunday], the West cellblock would come out and line up on the outside and walk to the 

movies and even though we were outside and supposedly on free time, no smoking was permitted during this 

time.  All the movies were held in the Protestant Chapel and all the movies were approved by the warden and 

his staff.  We were not allowed to see the latest in crime movies; mostly we watched the comedic antics of 

Bob Hope and Bing Crosby or some musical that had too much dancing in it.  Westerns were popular amount 

the inmates, as they were to the rest of the United States at the time.  … 

      Suppertime was next in the routine of the long day.  Once the meal was served, the inmates had to go back 

to their cells for 5:00 PM count.  When the count was over, we could play cards or checkers with our cellmate 

or an inmate could listen to the radio on their earphones.  Reading was also an option, as the Reformatory had 

an extensive library from which we could check out books.  I knew of several inmates who learned to read 

inside the walls of the Reformatory.  To an extent, the time was ours until lights went out at 10:00 PM.  As I 

indicated before, evenings were the worst time for inmates, as this was idle time.  A man could sit and think of 

home, friends and the streets they had come from.  This was the time for us to blame everyone but ourselves 

for the trouble we were in, should we deiced to take that line of thinking.” 

                                                                                                   10-25: Life at OSR 

                                                                                                   By Ike Webb 

 

 



Source 2 – These are dimensions of the prison. 

Solitary: 32 cells on each level (back to back cells) 

Cell Block – 120’ long x 37’ wide (actual cell area is 93’ long – there are stairways 
on either end of the cells 

Cells - 6’ wide x 7’ deep x 8’ high 

Doors in cells – 6’ high x 1.75’ wide 

 

East Cell Block: 600 cells- 6 tiers – cells are back to back 

Cell Block – 315’ long x 57’ wide (there are stairs and corridors on each end of cell 
block) 

Cells- 5.5’ wide x 9’ deep x 7.75 ‘high 

Doors are a little less than 2’ wide x 6’ high 

 

West Cell Block: 350 cells – 5 tiers – cells are back to back 

Cell Block – 315’ long x 57’ wide (there are stairs and corridors on each end of cell 
block) 

Cells – 6.8’ wide x 7.8’ deep x 8’ high 

Doors are 2’wide x 6’ high 

 



 

 

Source 3 – This booklet is a collection of oral history collected from former inmates 
and guards who spent time at the Mansfield Reformatory. 

Page 8- Down Time 

      “You had to go to work, but once you got off your job, you went back to your cell and that’s where you 
remained from 4 o’clock that evening ‘til 6 o’clock or 7 o’clock the next morning.  So, you spent at least about 
seventeen or eighteen hours through the week in your cell and twenty something hours through the week in 
your cell on the weekends.  You did not have no radio.  At that time, radios were not allowed in the prison.  
You only had what they called earphones.  They had their own radio station.  Back in 1958, you was only 
allowed one visit a month.  You could only write one letter a week and the letter had to be written to people 
in your immediate family.  You was not allowed to receive any mail from anybody that was not on your mailing 
list.  There was no such thing as phone calls.  You were not to call anybody. “ 

                                                                                                Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                                                                By Inmate #1 

 

Source 4 – This booklet was produced by state employees at the Ohio State 
Reformatory and printed by the state around 1934. 

Page 36 –  

LEADING CRIMES AT INSTITUTION 

Leading crimes at the institution at the close of 1933 were as follows: 

Robbery ………………………………………………………………………1047 

Burglary and larceny …………………………………… ………………404 



Auto Stealing………………………………………………………………..394 

Burglary……………………………………………………………………….382 

Assault with intent to rob……………………………………………..196 

Operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent ……..165 

Grand Larceny ……………………………………………………………..141 

Breaking and entering ………………………………………………….109 

Forgery………………………………………………………………………….66 

Manslaughter………………………………………………………………. 59 

Miscellaneous crimes……………………………………………………409 

 

Page 52 –  

CRIMINAL RECORDS OF INMATES 

Number serving first sentences……………………………………….2211 

No. at Industrial school before OSR………………………………….676 

No. in for second offense …………………………………………………178 

OSR and miscellaneous commitments ……………………………..263 

OSR Industrial school and others…………………………………………42 

OSR for third time…………………………………………………………………2 

Page 56 – 

NATURE OF CONVICTION 

      Of the 1245 prisoners received at the Institution in 1933, 1064 of them pleaded guilty, and 181 stood trial 
and were convicted. 

 

Page 39 – Hospital 

In 1933, there was a 90 bed hospital, 60,806 physical examinations, 50 major operations, 9,996 minor 
operations, 50,129 medical treatments, 28.812 prescriptions, 1,019 patients hospitalized, 55,632 meals served 
in the hospital. 

 

 

                                                                                          The Ohio State Reformatory: 1896-1934 



                                                                                          Editor: T. C. Jenkins, Superintendent 

 

Source 5 – This booklet was written by former Captain of the Guards at OSR in the 
1950’s and 60’s.  This is a non-fiction piece in which Ike Webb shares his 
experiences working at OSR. 

Page 6 – Mailroom 

      “The Mail Room was a busy place.  In the 1930’s an average of about 17,000 letters a month came in and 
about 9,000 letters a month went out. Also, about 50,000 packages a year were received.” 

Page 5 – Hospital 

      “One lieutenant and four guards were also assigned to the hospital.  Inmates with better educations were 
assigned to work as male nurses.” 

                                                                                                       Ike Webb Speaks Out 

                                                                                                       By Ike Webb 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Guards” Activity Sheet 

LESSON IDEAS – 

 Using primary sources on guards, write a 1st person narrative as if you were a 

guard or inmate. 

 Research current wages and graph comparison of guard wages. 

 Research wages of other professions and create a graph that compares these 

wages with those of a prison guard (today and in the past.) 

 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Language Arts- 

5th-7th – Write narratives that maintain a clear focus and point of view and use sensory details 

and dialogue to develop plot, character, and a specific setting. 

8th-10th – Write narratives that a) sustain reader interest by pacing action and developing an 

engaging plot b) use literary devices. c) Create complex characters in a definite, believable 

setting. 

5th-12th – Produce informal writings for various purposes. 

Math – 

5th-7th – Read, create and use line graphs, histograms, circle graphs, box-and-whisker plots, 

stem-and –leaf plots, and other representations when appropriate. 

8th-10th – Create, interpret and use graphical displays and statistical measurements to describe 

data. 

11th-12th – Create and analyze tabular and graphical displays of data using appropriate tools, 

including spreadsheets and graphing calculators. 

 

 



 

PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL – For “Guards” Activity Sheet 

Source 1- This booklet was written by a former Captain of the Guards at 

OSR in the 1950’s and 60’s.  This is a non-fiction piece in which Ike Webb 

shares his experiences working at OSR. 

     “As a kid I never dreamed I would someday work at the Reformatory.  In 1954, 

and out of work, I applied for a job.  The Assistant Superintendent in charge of 

custody hired me and said I could take the Civil Service exam later.  The reason I 

could take the test later was because the turnover rate was so high they couldn’t 

keep anyone for very long. 

      The starting pay was $288.00 a month and the uniforms were furnished except for shoes, 

tie and belt.  You paid for your own hospital and life insurance and 5% of your salary went 

towards retirement plus $10.00 a month for meals. 

      You received one raise a year of $15.00 until top pay was reached which was $345.00 per 

month.  Work day were 9 hours long.  We worked 12 days in succession and had 3 days off, 

then 13 days on and 2 off.  The only time you got a holiday off was if it fell on your regular day 

off.  I worked every Christmas for 12 years…. 

       In the Training Room were shelves full of uniforms.  He gave me two pairs of black pants, 

three grey shirts with shoulder patches saying OSR Correctional Officer, one hat and a black 

coat.  Two badges were issued, one for the hat and the other for the coat.  I was badge #376.  

He explained that the badges were turned in and then re-issued every year according to 

seniority.  The long you worked the lower the number.  I had no dreams of ever having badge 

#1. 

      The pants that were issued were too big around the waist and too short in the legs.  The 

shirt collars were about a size 18 and the sleeves were so long I had to roll them up.  The 

jacket and hat fit fine.  The Lieutenant then explained if I stayed long enough he would replace 

everything new and fitted, but because of the high turnover rate he would not waste his time 

fitting just then… 

     In the afternoon the Lieutenant took me to the Shoe Shop and turned me over to the Guard 

on duty.  At the back of the shop was an elevated stand containing a chair and telephone.  



Here the Guard could sit and watch the whole shop and everything going on.  He kept 

discipline sheets and signed passes for inmates to travel from one place to another.  No 

inmate was allowed to go anywhere without a pass.  The Guard also kept count of how many 

inmates were assigned to the shop and where they were at all times.  At 3:45 he rang a bell 

and all inmates would line up for count then they would march back to the cell block to get 

ready for supper.  This went on all week, different shop, different Officer, but the same 

routine. .. 

     After about nine months [working there for 4 years] working as a Relief Officer I was 

promoted to Lieutenant which meant a raise in pay to $420.00 a month.” 

                                                                       Former Reformatory Guard Ike Webb Speaks Out 

                                                                       By Ike Webb 

 

Source 2 – This book was written by a retired assistant superintendent of 

the Mansfield Reformatory as a memoir of his time at the prison. 

      “At the start of my career, 1933, the only officially recognized professional 

personnel on the reformatory’s full-time staff consisted of the physician, the 

chaplain, the director of education (schools), and four teachers.  The Civil Service 

system at that time permitted the classified designations of four professionally 

educated and certificated teachers, each of whom received ten dollars per month 

above the prevailing salary of a Class ‘A’ Guard.  Their working title, however, was 

guard-teacher, because these four teachers with the special classification also 

performed guard duties, as did all the other so-called guard–teachers who labored 

and toiled in the classrooms without benefit of Civil Service classification. Such was 

the prevailing philosophy of management at the period of my employment and 

entrance into teaching duties in Ohio’s prison system, in 1933.  Superintendent 

Jenkins was of the opinion that there was no valid reason why a good teacher 

could not also be a good guard…” 

                                                        My Thirty Hard, 1933-1963: A Memoir           

                                                    By Dana W. Allen, Assistant Superintendent, Retired 



 

Source 3 – This booklet is a collection of oral history collected from former inmates 

and guards who spent time at the Mansfield Reformatory. 

     “Look, more than five years in that place [OSR] and the least of my troubles were the 

guards.  The only enemies one had were the other inmates…” 

                                                                     Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                                     Inmate #2 

      “The guards were not all bad, but you must remember this was pre-civil rights days and the 

guards could and did do as they pleased and there were those that had no hang ups as to how 

mean they could be if you complained to your family and your family complained to the 

warden. “ 

                                                                     Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                                     Inmate #11 

     “I spoke with Tim Capra about my grandfather, who retired from OSR.  I mentioned he was 

a guard.  I got that a little backwards.  He was for a short time, then became the head of the 

furniture department.  His name was Harry B. Schroeder, and he worked there from 1938 until 

1959.  He had an interesting story to tell.  One time he had to go out on a manhunt for an 

escaped convict.  He cornered the individual and was going to have to shoot, but my 

grandfather talked the inmate into surrendering and putting down his weapon.  He had a way 

with the inmates.  He received many letters from them thanking him for taking time with them 

and working with them.  Many turned their lives around because of caring people like my 

grandfather.” 

                                                                     Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site 

                                                                     Guard #2 

                                                                       

                                                                             

 

 



“CAFETERIA” ACTIVITY SHEET 

 

LESSON IDEAS- 

 Compare menu of prison to typical meals of people in America during the 

same time period. 

 Convert lists of food consumed into graphs for better interpretation of 

prisoner diet. 

 Using 2 sets of date, determine price per pound or cost per inmate. 

 Using the inflation calculator web site, convert 1930’s prices to today’s prices 

and graph comparisons. 

 Research costs for inmates today and compare costs then and now. 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS 

Language Arts – 

5th – Analyze the difference between fact and opinion 

5th-10th – Analyze information found in maps, charts, tables, graphs and diagrams 

Math – 

5th-10th – Represent, analyze and generalize a variety of patterns and functions with tables, 

graphs, words, and symbolic rules. 

5th-7th - Compare increasingly complex displays of data, such as multiple sets of data on the 

same graph. 

8th-10th – Estimate, compute and solve problems involving real numbers, including ratio, 

proportion and percent, and explain solutions. 

8th – 10th – Apply mathematical knowledge and skills routinely in other content areas and 

practical situations. 

Social Studies – 

12th – Evaluate the role of institutions in guiding, transmitting, preserving & changing culture 



PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL–   For “Cafeteria” Activity Sheet 

Source 1- This booklet was produced by state employees at the Ohio 

State Reformatory and printed by the state around 1934.   

“Menu – (1934) 

Inmates are fed substantial, but plain foods.  Here are two daily menus – one for Sunday and 
one for a week-day: 

Monday: Breakfast – Rolled oats, mild and sugar, stewed prunes, bread and coffee. 

                  Dinner – Pork and beans, cornbread, lemon pudding, bread and coffee. 

                  Supper – Italian spaghetti with meat, mashed potatoes, vanilla pudding, bread &  

                                   Coffee. 

Sunday: (Only two meals are served):  Breakfast – Wheat Flakes, milk, wiener, bread and                 

               Coffee. 

                   Dinner – Roast pork, potatoes, jello, two buns and butter, pickles and milk. 

      “The dining room is an enormous T-shaped room which seats 1760 prisoners at one time, 

although the inmates are served meals in three relays.  So expeditiously is the work done in 

this department that 2,100 men can be seated at the tables, served and the tables cleared in 

50 minutes… 

      There are two waiters for every table, who pass the bread.  No talking is permitted in the 

dining room. 

      Because the institution raises so much of its own food, the cost of a meal per person is the 

lowest of any institution in the state, averaging only slightly over four and a half cents, 

including officer’s meals. 

      A report for the month of February, 1934, shows that a total of 268,451 meals were served 

at a food cost of $12,365.11. 

      Of this amount $7,625.49 was expended for food outside the institution, and $4,739.49 

represents the amount of food produced on the Reformatory farms by inmate labor. 



      The bakery turns out 1,200 loaves of bread, weighing 3 ½ pounds, and 5,000 buns daily.  

The creamery churns 1,200 pounds of butter each week, all of which is consumed at the 

Mansfield institution. 

     In the paring room inmate help peels by hand between 27 and 30 bushels of potatoes for 

one meal, besides other fresh vegetables. 

      The canning department preserves hundreds of thousands of vegetables and fruit each 

year.  Some idea of the work may be gained from the fact that 37,000 gallons of tomatoes 

alone were canned last year.” 

 

What They Eat 

A report of food consumed at the institution, for the month of January, 1934, including the 

main prison, the two outside dormitories, the hospital and administration department, shows 

the following figures: 

Beef, pounds…………………………………………………18,919 

Pork, pounds…………………………………………………..3,815 

Bologna, pounds……………………………………………. 2,643 

Wieners, pounds…………………………………………….2,602 

Veal, pounds……………………………………………………..536 

Bacon, pounds ………………………………………………….383 

Ham, pounds …………………………………………………….199 

Flour, sacks………………………………………………………..746 

Syrup, gallons………………………………………………….1,540 

Sugar, pounds ……………………………………………….11,344 

Oats, pounds……………………………………………………1,985 

Rice, pounds…………………………………………………….1,600 

Beans(three kinds), pounds……………………………..9,117 

Macaroni and Spaghetti, pounds…………………….5,083 



Potatoes, pounds…………………………………………..50,515 

Coffee, pounds………………………………………………..4,458 

Dried Fruit, pounds …………………………………………3,808 

Fresh vegetables, pounds……………………………….16,932 

Canned tomatoes, gallons ……………………………….1,975 

Eggs, doz………………………………………………………….1,113 

Butter, pounds…………………………………………………5,200 

Milk, gallons……………………………………………………18,850 

                                                             The Ohio State Reformatory   1896-1934 

                                                              Editor:  T.C. Jenkins, Superintendent 

 

  Source 2 - This booklet was written by a former Captain of the Guards at 

OSR in the 1950’ and 60’s.  “Except for some of the Reformatory staff, the 

names in this story are fictional but the operations of the prison are real.” 

     “The Dining Hall was located in the northwest part of the yard.  It was a very large building 

with tall windows, high ceilings, and two wings for inmate meals.  We were marched to the 

hall in four lines and entered through the three double doors with an efficiency that would 

have made any drill sergeant proud.  As we entered the dining room, there were four steam 

tables that were manned by other inmates as servers.  The food was what might be found 

typically in any cafeteria in the United States, ranging from French toast for breakfast to roast 

for dinner.  Because all the ingredients, except for some of the basic dry goods were grown or 

raised at the Reformatory farm, the food was relatively fresh and wholesome.  We did seem to 

eat a lot of pork though: pork chops, pork roast, sausage and bacon.  All the food was eaten by 

the guards as well, and the food was graded by the guards as to the flavor and consistency.  

You could get as much food as you wanted in a single pass, but you had to eat everything on 

your tray.  There was no wasting of food at OSR. 

      At the front end of the serving area, I picked up my tray, cup and a spoon and went 

through the line.  It was hard to learn to eat everything with a spoon.  Cutting your meat was 

especially difficult.  Once I got my food, I went to the area marked with signs saying ‘shop 



area’.  Inmates assigned to specific jobs gathered in the areas marked off for those jobs.  The 

same was done for dinnertime.  After eating, the guards along the wall motioned for us to 

leave.  I stacked my tray and put my cup in the container.  My spoon went in the bucket the 

guard held.  This was done to make sure everyone turned in their spoon.” 

                                                                    10 to 25: Life at OSR 

                                                                     By Ike Webb 

 

Source 3 – This booklet is a collection of oral history collected from 

former inmates and guards who spent time at the Mansfield 

Reformatory. 

     “And while on that subject, the food at OSR was probably as good as in the military.  Lots of 

beans, potatoes, and most exceptionally, pancakes with all the syrup one wished!  … The 

dining hall was nicely decorated with biblical mural along the four walls, executed by some 

inmate years earlier.” 

                                                              Inmates Speak Out: Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site:  

                                                              By Inmate #2 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Time Line for OSR 

August 1861   Civil War Union Army training camp (Camp Mordecai Bartley) 

              1867   Campaign organized to promote Mansfield as potential site for Intermediate 

                           Penitentiary. 

April 14,1884   Legislation from State of Ohio to build Intermediate Penitentiary 

               1885   Mansfield officially selected as site for Intermediate Penitentiary 

               1885   Architect Levi T. Scofield hired 

July 21, 1885    Work began on grounds of site (grading, etc.) 

               1886    Foundation of building laid 

Nov.       1886   Cornerstone and box laid 

    1888-1890    Work is delayed due to lack of funding from State of Ohio 

               1891    Name changed from Intermediate Penitentiary to Ohio State Reformatory 

Sept.16,1896    First 150 inmates moved into reformatory from Ohio Pen in Columbus, Ohio 

                1910   Construction of existing building finished 

                1948   Niebel family murdered by two OSR parolees 

  Nov.      1950   Helen Glattke, Warden’s wife, dies under accidental circumstances 

                1957   Riot puts over 120 men into “the hole” (only 20 cells and a 30 day sentence) 

                1970s  OSR no longer meets modern standards for correctional facilities 

                1975   Filming of Harry and Walter Go to New York on grounds of OSR 

                1983   OSR listed on National Register of Historic Places 

                1986   Proposed deadline for closing OSR 

                1988   Filming of Tango and Cash on grounds of OSR 

  Dec.      1990   Last of staff and inmates moved to MANCI, OSR’s replacement 

                1992   Preservation Society formed 

                1993    Filming of Shawshank Redemption on grounds of OSR 

                1994   Demolition begins on outbuildings, the wall, and the power plant 



               1995   Ohio leases land to Mansfield, which in turn, leases land to MRPS 

               1996    First tour season of Mansfield Reformatory (formerly OSR) 

Sept.      1996   Filming of Air Force One on grounds of Mansfield Reformatory 

Oct.        1996   100 year anniversary of Reformatory celebrated 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Web Sites 

Web Sites: 

*Prison Reforms in American History – http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/soc/prison.html 

 -This includes a nice overview of New York Reformatory, Eastern State Penitentiary, Elmira, 

Leavenworth, Alcatraz, and Seagoville as well as a nice bibliography of other links on prison 

history. 

*Auburn System – New York – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn_system 

-This is a nice, concise overview of the Auburn prison system used in New York.  This was the 

system that inspired Ohio State Reformatory. 

*Eastern State Penitentiary – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_State_Penitentiary 

- This is a nice, concise overview of the prison system instituted by the Quakers in 

Philadelphia in the early 19th century. 

 *Reformatory – http://www.answers.com/topic/reformatory 

- This provides an overview of reformatories in general. 

*History of Prisons in America - 

http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/state/html/nyprisons.html 

     - This is a nice overview of prison history in America including Eastern State Penitentiary 

and the New York System. 

* Eastern State Penitentiary - http://www.easternstate.org/ 

    - This is Eastern State’s own website and includes 360 degree views of various parts of the 

prison and info on other prison museums. 

* Ohio State Reformatory - http://www.mrps.org/ 

     - This is the official site of the Ohio State Reformatory and includes views and information 

about the prison. 

*Inflation Calculator – http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi 

   -  This is a very handy web site that allows you to put in prices from the past and it will 

calculate what those cost would be toda 

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/soc/prison.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_State_Penitentiary
http://www.answers.com/topic/reformatory
http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/state/html/nyprisons.html
http://www.easternstate.org/
http://www.mrps.org/
http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Primary Photographs Activity Sheet 

Photograph #1 

 

This is a schoolroom at the Reformatory.  Judging from the desks and 

slates, it is probable that the time period would be around 1900.  

 Write a comparison of this “schoolroom” with your own classroom 

or look at photographs of classrooms from the turn of the century. 

Include details within your comparisons. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Photo #2 

 

 

This is a picture of the Reformatory Band at practice.  The time period of 

this would probably be around 1900-1910 although there was a 

Reformatory band well into the 1950’s.   

 Look at you band room in your school and write a comparison of the 

differences and similarities.  Also see how many instruments you can 

identify. 

 Write a persuasive essay on the merits of having a band in a 

reformatory or in your school. 

 

 



Photo #3 

 

This is the bakery in the Reformatory.  Look at the stack of sacks to the left of the 

picture.  After reading the primary sources about the Cafeteria, take another look 

at this scene. 

 Write a list of the items that are in this bakery and see how many of them 

compare to the list provided in the “Cafeteria” Primary Source material. 

 How does this scene compare to a commercial bakery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo #4 

 

 

This is the broom shop in the Reformatory.  Look at the different people within the 

scene and their locations.  Also notice the tools that are visible in the foreground. 

 Write a story based on the scene.  Create names for the people in the scene 

as well as identify their position within the prison.  Add rich description to 

your story to provide a “picture” and create a conflict.  “Prison Life” Primary 

Sources may help provide some ideas for conflicts within your story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo #5 

 

This is a picture of a cell circa 1900.  Notice all of the personal objects and 

other objects that are mentioned in “Prison Life” Primary Sources. 

 Create a diary entry of the inmate that would occupy this cell.  Give 

him a name, family (look at the pictures on the table), and 

information about how he came to be sent to the Ohio State 

Reformatory. 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo #6 

 

This a picture of the laundry.   

 Write a narrative of the dynamics going on between the guard and the inmates. Assign 

names to the inmates and the guard.  To add more depth to your narrative, refer to the 

“Guard” Primary Source materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo #7 

 

Here’s a view of the reformatory.  Judging from the car, this picture was probably taken 

in the 1920’s and 1930’s. 

 

 Write a letter home.  You have just been sent to the Reformatory.  Write your 

impressions of the building and how you would feel having been sent there. 

 Create a presentation comparing the architecture of the Reformatory to other public 

buildings of the time and architecture found in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mansfield Reformatory Tour Survey 

 

Name of Group/School ________________________________ 

Date of visit ______________________________________ 

Number in group ______________________________________ 

 

How did you hear about the Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site? 

 

 

Did you find the educational packet useful?   Yes   No 

Were there any parts of the packet you find particularly helpful? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any suggestions for the packet? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Was your tour satisfactory?   Yes   No 

 

 



Any suggestions for your tour experience? 

 

 

 

Any additional comments? 

 

 

 

 

Please send this form to  

MRPS 

100 Reformatory Road 

Mansfield, Ohio 44905-1208 

 

Or email this to: 

mary@mrps.org 

 

mailto:mary@mrps.org

